
Don Bradman's star would shine in any era !
The former Times Chief Cricket Correspondent identifies his top 100 cricketers of all time !
Christopher Martin-Jenkins  !
1 Don Bradman  !
From the late 1920s until his retirement in 1949, 
the greatest of all specialist batsmen had a wider 
role as a hero of popular culture and the unwitting 
symbol and unifier of the Australian nation. 
Bradman's unequalled batting achievements, and 
the fact that he was playing at a time when his 
country was asserting its right to complete 
independence, made him the most famous cricketer 
since W.G. Grace. Like the champion himself his 
steely determination, hunger for success and genius 
for sport put him in a different class from any 
contemporary. By a whisker, if that is the 
appropriate phrase, he may be deemed the greatest 
of all cricketers, because his superiority over all 
contemporaries was even greater.  !
2 W.G. Grace  !
Grace was no saint, sometimes pushing 
gamesmanship to the limit, but for the last 30 years 
of the 19th century he had been the country's 
greatest batsman and most famous sportsman. He 
made plenty of money from cricket but these days 
the agents and image-makers would have 
multiplied his wealth many times.  !
3 Garry Sobers  !
No cricketer has so often and so easily reached 
sublime heights as batsman, bowler and fielder as 
Garfield St Aubrun Sobers, a lithe Barbadian of 
sunny temperament who found cricket as easy as 
walking. There was about him that air of supreme 
natural talent that has only been equalled in any 
sport since by Tiger Woods.  !
4 Shane Warne  !
Comfortably the most influential Australian 
cricketer since Don Bradman, he experienced 
notoriety as well as adulation and fame. The more 
his fame and success grew, the more he tended to 
push gamesmanship to the limit in talking to 
umpires and opposing batsmen. He had such charm 
that he generally got away with it.  !!

5 Jack Hobbs  !
No bad word was ever published or, apparently, 
spoken about a batsman who wearied bowlers for 
30 years by the unrivalled mastery of his batting. It 
marks Sir John Berry Hobbs as little less than a 
saint, as well as a popular hero. He was the model 
of cricket's art and spirit.  !
6 Viv Richards  !
A proud and passionate man with the physique of a 
heavyweight boxer, he would saunter to the wicket 
like a gladiator entering the arena without a thought 
of failure. The faster his opponents bowled at him, 
the more fiercely he hooked and drove them.  !
7 S.F. Barnes  !
A giant in every sense, Sydney Barnes, of 
Staffordshire, was to all batsmen like a judge to a 
convicted felon or a dentist looming over a patient 
who knows he has neglected his teeth for too long. 
He extracted 189 batsmen in 27 Tests and his 
contemporaries knew him simply as the greatest 
bowler of all.  !
8 Walter Hammond  !
Hammond in command at the crease was one of the 
most majestic sights in cricket: a galleon in full 
sail. Withal he was England's surest slip fielder and 
capable of devastating spells as a fast-medium 
bowler.  !
9 Sachin Tendulkar  !
Compact power, perfect timing, the ability to hit 
good balls for four, humility, discipline and 
extraordinary concentration have made Tendulkar 
the highest run-scorer in international cricket. It is 
doubtful whether any great sportsman has 
conducted himself better despite a career spent 
constantly in the public eye.  !
10 Adam Gilchrist  !
For the first seven years of the 21st century, indeed, 
he was the game's greatest match-winner. A keen-
eyed, agile wicketkeeper of high quality, he also 
took control of many a one-day international as a 
barnstorming opening batsman.  


